
Title or Introductory Page 
 

and ....  
 

how to end your exhibit 
 



SREVs and GREVs 

• Special Regulations for the EValuation of ... 
 

• General Regulations for the EValuation of ... 
 

• These are FIP terms, and come from the FIP 
website 

 
 
 
 



General Regulations of the FIP for the 
Evaluation of Competitive Exhibits GREV 

• 3.3 The exhibit shall show a clear concept of 
the subject treated, developed according to 
the characteristics of the respective 
competitive class, as defined by the SREV for 
that class. The title must describe the contents 
of the exhibit. The concept shall be laid out in 
an introductory statement, which must be 
written in one of the FIP official languages.  



ABPS Website abps.org.uk 



Exhibiting 



Exhibitions 



International Philately - FIP SREVs 



Traditional Philately SREVs 
 

• The Title page must contain an introductory 
statement which explains the aim of the 
exhibit. It must be followed by a plan covering 
all aspects which could be expected according 
to the title and the introductory statement. 
(Ref. GREV 3.3). 



Postal History, Aero-Philately, 
Revenue Philately,   

Postal Stationery SREVs 
 

• The plan or concept of all sub-classes of postal 
history exhibits shall be clearly explained in an 
introductory statement (ref. GREV, Article 3.3). 



Postal History exhibits SREVs 

• All Postal History exhibits must contain an 
Introductory Statement showing the scope of 
the exhibit. The Title of the exhibit must 
correspond to the Introductory Statement. 

• 4.2 The Title Page should be used as follows: 
• To give relevant general (Postal History) 

information on the subject being developed in 
the exhibit. 



• To include a plan of how the structure of the 
exhibit is shown - chapters or sections etc., 
which have postal history relevance - rather 
than a “frame by frame” or “page by page” 
description. 

• To indicate areas of personal investigation. 
• To include details of important documentary 

sources and references. 

Postal History exhibits SREVs 



• 4.3 The judges will evaluate the material 
shown, and the associated text, in the exhibit 
against the information included on the Title 
Page (Title, Introductory Statement, 
information relevant to the whole exhibit; the 
way the exhibit is structured; research and 
references) 

• A well thought out Title Page will assist both 
the exhibitor and judges. 
 

Postal History exhibits SREVs 



Thematic Philately SREVs 
 • 3.2.1 Title and Plan 

• The title with any subtitle defines the scope of the 
exhibit. 

• The plan defines the structure of the exhibit and its 
subdivisions and covers all major aspects relevant to 
the title. It should be entirely structured according to 
thematic criteria. The order of the main chapters and 
their subdivisions should demonstrate the 
development of the plan rather than list its main 
aspects. 

• The title and the plan must be presented on a page 
at the beginning of the exhibit ... 



Thematic Philately exhibits SREVs 
• 4.1.1. The title and the plan will be evaluated 

considering the: 
• consistency between the plan and the title 
• presence of the plan page 
• adequacy of the plan page 
• correct, logical and balanced structure 

(divisions and subdivisions) 
• coverage of all major aspects necessary to 

develop the theme. 



One Frame Exhibits 

• There is nothing in the FIP Guidelines about 
title or introductory pages in one frame 
exhibits 

• However, all of the above applies 
• Use only one introductory page in a one frame 

exhibit, and ideally include some philatelic 
material on that page 



Open Philately (Draft SREVs) 

• 3.1 All Open Philately exhibits must contain an 
Introductory or Title Page showing the scope 
of the exhibit. The Title of the exhibit must 
correspond to the Introductory Page.  

• 3.2 The Introductory Page:  
• 3.2.1 Should state the aim of the exhibit  
• 3.2.2 Should give relevant general information 

on the subject being developed in the exhibit 



Open Philately (Draft SREVs) 

• 3.2.3 Should include a plan of the structure of 
the exhibit, chapters or sections etc., rather 
than a ‘frame by frame’ or page by page’ 
description  

• 3.2.4 Should indicate areas of personal 
research  

• 3.2.5 Should include a bibliography of source 
material.  



Open Philately (Draft SREVs) 

• 3.3 The judges will evaluate the material 
shown, and the associated text, in the exhibit 
against the information given on the 
Introductory Page.  

• 3.4 A well thought out Introductory Page will 
assist both the exhibitor, the judges, fellow 
exhibitors and the public. 



What is a Plan? 

• A good example to follow is a thematic plan, 
but possibly in less detail 

• A plan shows the structure of the exhibit 
• It should reflect what you are showing and 

have a logical storyline - i.e. a beginning, the 
story, an ending - A red thread 

• A plan is not a list of your best items 
 



Information 

• Explain the background to the exhibit 
 

• Keep this explanation as short as practical 
 



Halvard Slettebø 
Norway 



Title 



What is the exhibit trying to do? 



Development 



Importance 



How to read my exhibit 



You’ve seen this before ... 
How is it different from last time? 



... and I’m going to tell you about 
some of my good items anyway ... 



This is my plan 
 

Note that a second 
page is fine for 

Thematic exhibits.  
 

It can be acceptable 
in eight frame 
exhibits, but 

generally, it should 
be avoided in 

exhibits of five 
frames or less. 



An opportunity to explain your exhibit 
 

• It is often useful to provide a paragraph with a 
background to the exhibit, e.g. Historical or 
postal information. 

• This exhibit aims to ... 
• An illustration, e.g. a map or picture, might be 

useful to attract attention - and break up a 
page of text. 



What else is the Introductory 
Page? 

• The only thing that the jury sees in advance 
• An opportunity to explain why your exhibit 

deserves maximum points 
• The bibliography and source of information for 

the judges 
• The page where the exhibit is able to speak to 

the jury for you, before the exhibition 



The only thing that the jury sees in 
advance is the Introductory Page 

 • You send your title page with the application 
form to the exhibition organiser(s) 

• The organisers send it to the jury secretary 
• The jury secretary often sends all of the 

introductory pages to the jury members... i.e. 
to the whole jury 

• The jury members use the information in the 
introductory page to prepare for the 
exhibition .... So if you don’t do it ... 
 



 
 An opportunity to explain why your 

exhibit deserves maximum points 
 • Consider how points in your class are 

allocated, for example: in Postal History 
 
• Treatment and Importance 
• Knowledge and Research 
• Condition and Rarity 
• Presentation 

 



An opportunity to explain why your 
exhibit deserves maximum points 

 
 

• Treatment and Importance 
 

• 20 for treatment and 10 for importance 
 

• Explain your treatment and indicate the 
importance of the exhibit 
 

• How can this be done? 
 

 



An opportunity to explain why your 
exhibit deserves maximum points 

• Knowledge and Research 
 

• 20 for knowledge and 15 for research and 
personal study 

 

• Explain your knowledge and research and 
show your personal study 
 

• How can this be done? 
 
 



An opportunity to explain why your 
exhibit deserves maximum points 

• Condition and Rarity 
 

• 10 for condition and 20 for rarity 
 

• Explain the condition of your material is so 
great (poor) and what in your exhibit is rare, 
or deserves “special attention” 
 

• How can this be done? 
 
 



Consider .... 

• Sarawak: The life and times of Ha Buey Hon 
(1871 - 1947.) 

• Egypt Hotel Mail 1891-1938 
• COREO REAL (Royal Post) 
• The 1928 U.S. Beacon Airmail 
• Revolution Period in Indonesia 1945-1949 
• Shree Pashupati Issues of Nepal 
• Zemstvo Postage Stamps of Kharkov Province 



The bibliography and source of information 
for the judges. 

 
The page where the exhibit is able to speak to 

the jury for you, before the exhibition 
 

• The jury has to have time to research your 
exhibit 

• The jury has to consider your exhibit in order 
to give it the best points possible 

• Please help the judges to do so 



The bibliography and source of 
information for the judges. 

• If you are identifying postmarks, instructional 
marks etc by a reference number, make sure 
you say where the numbers come from 

• If you have undertaken significant research, 
say so, with bibliographical details 
 



Rarity 

• Some general statement on rarity is worth 
mentioning - there are x no of items where 
less than 10 exist 

• If the exhibitor uses colour, or other method, 
to identify rarer items, this must be clearly 
stated on the title page 



Do Nots: 

• Use multi colours or strong colours (such as in 
maps) which detract from the philatelic 
material 

• Use masses of different fonts, bold, italics etc.  
The style of writing should be the same as 
used throughout the exhibit 

• Do not be verbose - keep wording to a 
minimum where possible 



Promotion 

• Include an item that provides a ‘wow’ factor 
and arrests attention - there are differing 
views on this. 

• Explain why the exhibit is important 



When to write your introductory page 

• Draft a title page before mounting up an 
exhibit - this is what you think your exhibit will 
show 

• When exhibit is finished, redo your title page, 
as nearly always, the finished product differs 
from the concept 



The title of the exhibit, and 
possible subtitle 

• The title must encapsulate the exhibit 
• It might be clever, or smart, but must be clear 

and relevant 
• In most classes it should give the philatelic 

extent of the exhibit 
• In Thematic Philately, Open Philately and the 

Postcard Class it might be more imaginative 



Dates in Titles 

• If you include dates in titles, they should be 
postally relevant 

• Not the date of my earliest and latest item 
• The date of issue of the first in a definitive 

series 
• The date that a route opened 
• The date that a postal law became active 
• Not in thematic, postcards and open philately  

 



ABPS Rules and Guidelines 

• Introductory Page 
• Every exhibit should have an Introductory 

Page as the first sheet. The object of this page 
is to introduce the subject of the exhibit and 
set out its scope, not simply to be a contents 
list. 



ABPS Rules and Guidelines 

• Exhibitors, except for literature, are required 
to provide a photocopy or scan of their 
introductory page, or a draft, with their entry 
forms 

• Please note that thematic entry forms should 
also be accompanied by a copy of the plan 
sheet, which may be a provisional plan 

 



The bare minimum 

• An accurate title 
• A concise introduction to the subject 
• Content and Plan 
• Details of nomenclature 
• Bibliography including personal study 



Synopsis or No Synopsis 

• Synopsis - enables the exhibitor to provide 
more information to the judge, assumes that 
the judge will read it and the exhibition sends 
it out to the judges 

• No Synopsis - the exhibit should stand alone 
and carry its own explanations 

• About a third of exhibitors at large exhibitions 
provide an additional synopsis. Never make a 
synopsis longer that two sides of A4 



The final page to a thematic exhibit on Goats 



Final page - Postal History 



Some Introductory Pages 



Some Introductory Pages 



Some Introductory Pages 



Some Introductory Pages 



Some Introductory Pages 



Some Introductory Pages 



And the pièce de résistance 
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