
 

 ABPS news  

 Official magazine of the Association of British Philatelic Societies 
 Volume 27 Number 1 Ã1.50 

Spring 2020 

A Right Royal Occasion 

The ABPS News is also available online 
www.abps.org.uk 

Her Majesty the Queen 
officially opens  

the new premises of  
The Royal Philatelic Society 

London  
at 15 Abchurch Lane 
on 26

th
 November 2019 



page 2 ABPS news, Spring 2020 



ABPS news, Spring 2020 page 3 

ABPS News, for and about Societies 
The Magazine of the Association of British Philatelic Societies is published four 
times a year: spring, summer, autumn, winter. 
ABPS is a company limited by guarantee (3326534), founded 1

st
 January 1994. 

Material from ABPS News may be freely reproduced, but acknowledgement of 
the source would be appreciated. Copyright of images may belong to parties 
other than ABPS, who must also be consulted. 

Volume 27, Number 1, Spring 2020 (whole number 105) 
Editor: Keith S Burton ISSN 1353 6869) 

An electronic copy of the newsletter can be viewed on the ABPS webpage 
www.abps.org.uk soon after publication. 

Cover pictures: Richard Stock welcomes Her Majesty to 15 Abchurch Lane, 
The Unveiling of the Plaque, Her Majesty talking to a number of young 
philatelists - all involved with Stamp Active at Stampex. Photographs by Michael 
Pitt-Payne. See page 51 for the report. 

4 Chairman Graham Winters 
5 Editorial Keith Burton 
6 Anniversaries: Chelmsford & District 
(100) David Everard; Taunton & 
District (75) Peter Hardie; Woking & 
District (70) Ron Trevelyan; South 
Midlands Stamp Club (10) John 
Gledhill 
13 London 2020 - Over-subscribed 
14 Congratulations to Bill Hedley, 
 President of FEPA  
15 Handbook Amendments 
16 Study of Cancellations of mail to 
 ABPS Membership Barry Stagg 
17 Some more cancellations 

17 The parrot that belonged to the 
 pirate John Gledhill 
18 On The Club Circuit 
 30 - 31 I-Spy  33 Index to I-Spy 
51 HM The Queen opens the new 
 premises of the Royal  
53 ABPS Congress 
54 British Stamp News 
55 Stamp Active 
55 Diary of local events, national 
 exhibitions and international 
 exhibitions 
58 ABPS Executive, other officers 
 and associates 

CONTENTS 

Copy dates: please send your material as soon as ready; at present the 
copy deadlines are 15

th
 January, 15

th
 April, 15

th
 July, 15

th
 October. We 

cannot guarantee to include items in specific editions. Items may be 
edited for publication. Email copy is preferred (unformatted). 
Send copy to the editor: Keith S Burton (see p 58) 
Illustrations should not be assumed to be accurate as to size or colour. 



page 4 ABPS news, Spring 2020 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN:  
As I write this, I am looking forward to 
the York Stamp Fair at the end of the 
week. By the time you read this, we will 
all be looking forward to the philatelic 
event of the year: LONDON 2020 at 
the Business Design Centre in 
Islington, the usual Stampex venue, 
from 2

nd
-9
th
 May. This International 

Exhibition Week will certainly have 
something for everyone: two wholly 
different International Exhibitions, 
meetings for many philatelic interests, 
from Astrophilately on Monday 4

th
 to 

the Ceylon Study Circle on the closing 
Saturday. There will be Seminars for 
Youth, Sunday 3

rd
 May; Post Cards 

Monday 4
th
 May, and Postal Stationery, 

Friday 8
th
 May. The Roll of 

Distinguished Philatelists will be signed 
and the Congress Medal presented. 
What a week!  
This ABPS-sponsored international 
event will certainly be something 
special, but we must all look forward 
too to the ABPS Philatelic Congress of 
Great Britain which this year will be at 
Market Harborough from Thursday 3

rd
 

to Sunday 6
th
 of September, rather 

later than usual because of London 

2020. This is the ABPS Flagship event 
and there will be the usual features: 
ñGoodie bagsò for all, the Kay 
Goodman lecture, National and 
International speakers and, of course, 
the Banquet on Saturday night. No 
RDP Ceremonies this year, but they 
will be back in 2021, in Harrogate, for 
the Centenary of the First Signing of 
the Roll.  
Finally, you should be seeing the new 
ABPS banners at Philatelic events. 
Yes, we really do all of those things! I 
would like to draw your attention to the 
Awards and Small Grants. There are 
many people in local societies who 
have worked hard for many years 
keeping things going, filling all of the 
officersô jobs at different times. They 
may well be deserving of ABPS 
certificates of merit. Do put their names 
forward to the Awards Committee; they 
will be delighted to hear from you. You 
may be organising a Philatelic event 
and be eligible for an ABPS Small 
Grant. Our Treasurer will be pleased to 
hear all about it.  
Have a good Philatelic 2020!  

Graham Winters FRPSL 

It was a great honour to represent 
ABPS at the official opening of The 
Royalôs new home - 15 Abchurch Lane 

Richard Stock (President of the Royal) 
introducing Gavin Fryer to Her Majesty. 
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Editorial 
Sometimes it is easy to decide on what 
to write in the editorial, sometimes it 
can be difficult as there seems to be 
little of great moment in the philatelic 
world. The Chairman has mentioned 
LONDON 2020 and the opening of the 
new home of the Royal which takes 
much of my thunder. So I was feeling 
introspective and looked back over the 
last seven years of ABPS News; 2013 
Spring was the first one that I was 
involved with. One thing that keeps 
arising is the need for more members 
and more people willing to take up the 
jobs, large or small, in societies. Many 
societies have closed for lack of either 
or both of these, a few because 
expenses have exceeded income and 
reserves. Yet when I go to Fairs, 
Conventions or Exhibitions there are 
many people there spending interesting 
amounts of money. There are children 
at Stamp Active at Stampex who are 
keen as mustard to look through and 
take home collections, individual 
stamps or whatever they can lay their 
hands on. Indiscriminate maybe 
sometimes, but definitely enthusiastic. 
Some of them have organised stamp 
clubs in their own schools or 
neighbourhoods. I wish that I could tap 
into their enthusiasm and market it to 
you all. 

Then it 
occurred to me 
to check the 
societies that 
send in reports. 
I sometimes 
hear grumbles 
that it is always 
the same ones 
in the 
magazine. I checked back and found 
that we have 209 affiliated societies 
and federations. Of these, 83 have not 
sent any report in the seven years. I 
cannot believe that they are not 
actively doing anything so why wonôt 
they share it with the rest of us. 
Another job for someone - yes - but it 
doesnôt have to be the secretary, nor 
does it need to be each issue. Once a 
year would be a great start. 

Sharing good practice might help 
another society, giving ideas of themes 
for a meeting or publicity to bring in 
those isolated collectors. Which brings 
me to another point. ABPS offers you a 
free small advert each year - any event 
(which can also go in the Diary if it is a 
bit special). The take-up has been 
astonishingly small - see page 8 for 
what Morecambe and District came up 
with. Publicity can be a good thing - 
especially when it is free! 

Come on folks, our hobby is worth 
working and fighting for. Keith Burton 

The ABPS affiliation year runs from 1
st
 January to 31

st
 December. At the start 

of the year I send out email requests to each society and club treasurer and 
secretary to re-affiliate. Those very few clubs with no email contact details are 
sent letters. If you are a secretary or treasurer of a society or club and you 
have not received a re-affiliation request please do not hesitate to contact me. 
My contact details can be found on page 58 or the ABPS website. 
Barry Stagg 
ABPS Membership Secretary 
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Society anniversaries, 2019-20 
According to the date of foundation shown in the societiesô information on our 
records, significant anniversaries include those shown below (though several 
societies have not let us known their foundation date, so there may be more). 
 
Heartiest congratulations to all involved in these milestones: 
 

Chelmsford & District Philatelic Society ï 100 Years 

A Celebration of one hundred years young and still going strong 
The first meeting of our society was held a year to the day after the Armistice 
ending the First World War was signed. It took place in the Reference Library of 
the Chelmsford Borough Library at its then site in Market Road. It was held on a 
Tuesday, a tradition that has continued to this day, and was under the 
chairmanship of Captain J A Unett, the Chief Constable of Essex, with ten other 
members in attendance. The founding of the Society is accredited to Mr Frank 
Wiseman who approached friends to ascertain if they were interested in forming 
a philatelic society. A small advertisement to that effect was published in our 
local newspaper, The Essex Chronicle, on 31

st
 October 1919. 

A programme of meetings has continued to this day (not even interrupted by 
WWII) at a number of different venues over the years. 
We currently meet at Christ Church United Reform Church, just outside the city 
centre in New London Road on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month, 
these being held in the afternoons during the winter 
months. 
In 1947, 1954, 1969, 1979, 1985 and 1999 we 
hosted the Association of Essex Philatelic Societiesô 
stamp days and for our 90

th
 anniversary in 2009 we 

produced a booklet of Membersô Recollections 
along with A History of the Society. 
We have an extensive archive which goes back to 
our inaugural meeting and this has been deposited 
in the Essex Record Office. 
For many years the Society has held a celebratory 
dinner on, or about, the 11

th
 November. This year in 

celebration of our centenary we continued the tradition, holding it at the County 
Hotel, Chelmsford. Many of our 30+ members and guest attended. It was an 
excellent occasion enjoyed by all.       David Everard  

Taunton Stamp Club ï 75
th
 Anniversary Year 

We finished off our 75
th
 Anniversary Year in December with a display of Polar 

Related souvenir postcards, covers and ephemera presented by Bill Tilbury. It 
was a most entertaining evening with an interesting insight into the Polar 
Explorers and some of their funding methods. He even included paw prints of 
the last dog allowed in Antarctica (dogs were banned from 1

st
 April 1994 as they 
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were deemed to be non-indigenous!). The end to the year included a Membersô 
Session on What I Bought at Midpex which provided a wide array of material 
showing our membersô specialist interests ï this came as a result of our 
organised coach trip to Midpex where we brought along 28 members and 
guests. In November we attracted a footfall of 90 paying visitors to our Annual 
Stamp Fair. We only charge 50p entrance but it ensures that we know the 
number of attendees. All of the 10 dealers present reckoned they had a good 
day and will be looking forward to the 2020 Fair to be held on 31

st
 October. If 

there are any dealers out there who would like a table just contact our Fair 
Organiser ï Peter Hardie on 01823 666371.           Peter Hardie 

Woking & District 70
th
 Anniversary  

We invited about 45 guests and entertained 39. As expected roughly half were 
Woking Society members and their families. One country member came down 
from Scotland which led to some happy reunions. Others came from various 
Woking organisations and Surrey Federation societies. The Guest of Honour 
was Woking Deputy Mayor Councillor Saj Hussain who is postmaster of a 
Woking district. He greatly enjoyed talking to guests and viewing the display 
boards. These contained items from the Woking Society archives, a selection 
from the Woking Postal History Collection and early picture postcards of Woking. 
A special edition of the Woking Society magazine óPenny Postô was handed out 
and photos were taken from all angles. The Mason Cup was on display which 
was won by Woking at the recently-held Surrey Federation annual event at 
Claygate. It was an informal evening which allowed guests to socialise and enjoy 
a glass of wine with a sandwich.      Ron Trevelyan 

Woking celebrating their 70 years with Deputy Mayor Councillor Saj Hussain  

ABPS accredited judges 

The current list of ABPS accredited exhibition/competition judges can be 
found on the ABPS web site www.abps.org.uk Click on the ñExhibitingò 
tab, then the ñJudgesò tab that is on the 2nd line of tabs. 
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South Midlands Stamp Club: 10 years old on 21 October 
2019 

In these days of shrinking numbers the South Midlands Stamp Club was 
delighted to celebrate the 10

th
 anniversary of its foundation on 19

th
 October 

2009. It was (and still is) unusual in that its monthly meetings take place only in 
the afternoon, and especially having very few invited speakers. The Clubôs 
catchment area covers places well over 40 miles away and members of over 11 
different local clubs, so there would have been a risk of 
members from a wide range of south midlandsô clubs 
finding the same external speakers as in their local club. 
The club has no annual subscription and those attending 
simply pay at the door each time they come: since we 
started weôve welcomed 116 different people (including 
some on holiday from Friesland). These aspects were 
the brainwave of the founder Colin Searle, and proved 
to be extremely popular. We have a steady attendance 
of about 16 members, sometimes rising to the high 20s. 
We find that one of the reasons that our members keep coming back is that we 
have a policy of extreme flexibility in interpretation of the agreed topic for each 
meeting.               John Gledhill 
 
If you think weôve missed you out, please let the Editor know. 

Sponsored by Morecambe Stamp Shop 46 Albert Road, Morecambe LA4 4HF 
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Over-subscribed - the familiar story with  

London Internationals 
Itôs always the same with international stamp exhibitions 
held in London ï the events prove so popular that many 
want to exhibit, have stands, or simply visit. 

So it is with London 2020, the international stamp 
exhibition being staged at the Business Design Centre in Islington London N1 
0QH from Saturday 2

nd
 May to Saturday 9

th
 May. 

Far more collectors wanted to exhibit than space available would allow, even 
though the exhibits will be changed halfway through the exhibition. Fortunately 
it has been possible to accept two-thirds of the entries: every effort has been 
made to ensure that the same percentage of frames has been accepted from 
each country and across every class. 

A reminder that during the first half (2
nd
 to 5

th
 May) on display will be Postal 

History, Revenue, Open, Picture Postcards, Postal Stationery, Modern and part 
of Youth. From 6

th
 May to 9

th
 May there will be Championship, Traditional, 

Aerophilately, Thematic and the rest of Youth. One Frame exhibits will be 
shown alongside their parent class.  

Literature will also form a major part of the competitive entries. Up to now the 
marking has been based on the traditional printed format, but with the 
increasing use of digital, a new marking scheme has been devised that will be 
used experimentally at London 2020. 

The selection of the Jury is now underway. The FIP has been very helpful in 
supporting the organisers choose a balanced team that will work effectively 
over both halves of the week.  

A small number of stands have become available as a result of a few traders 
now finding they can no longer attend. Anyone interested in booking a trade 
stand should check the latest availability at www.london2020.co/floor-plan. 

For those planning a trip to London, there is an excellent hotel booking facility ï 
see the website www.london2020.co/hotels. 

Philatelists from around the world are invited to become patrons to support the 
exhibition financially. Details can be found at www.london2020.co/
supporters. One major new benefit is now available to patrons, namely a 
preferential rate on bookings at a nearby hotel. This offer is limited, and thus 
subject to availability. Anyone potentially interested in this offer should email 
patrons@london2020.co for further details. This offer is also available to 
existing patrons. 

Sign up via www.london2020.co/mailchimp/ to receive newsletter updates 
about the progress of the exhibition and receive important announcements as 
they are made. Also encourage philatelic friends to sign up for this newsletter. 

http://www.london2020.co/supporters
http://www.london2020.co/supporters
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CONGRATULATIONS 
To Bill Hedley  

who was elected President of FEPA 

in Monaco in November  

FEPA (Federation of European Philatelic Associations} is a continental 
federation of 43 national European federations. 

FEPA was founded in 1989. The first President was Dr Alan Huggins. He held 
the post until 1992. Bill is the first British President since then so this marks a 
recognition of the importance of Britain in the Philatelic World. 

Bill had previously been 
Chairman of the International 
and Exhibitions Committee of 
ABPS and so represented us 
at FEPA Meetings, Exhibitions 
and Congresses. He also 
represented ABPS and so all 
of you at the recent FIP 
Congress (The F®d®ration 
Internationale de Philat®lie) 
when Chris King stood for 
President but was defeated by 
Bernard Beston of Australia. 
Bill has stood down from the 
ABPS Committee, being 
succeeded by Simon Richards. 
Bill will now be active in 
promoting co-operation 
between European 

Federations and also will be involved on the wider international scale. This will 
entail much travelling but also the opportunity to see what other countries are 
doing and how they are promoting philately. 

Bill has been elected to serve for four years. His predecessor, Jos® Ram·n 
Moreno, had served for eight years and was elected Honorary President. Both 
elections were unanimous. 

There is no doubt that it is both a great honour for Bill and for British Philately. 

You can read more of what is happening in the wider world of philately by 
visiting: www.fepanews.com and www.f-i-p.ch 

Jos® Ram·n Moreno congratulating Bill 
Hedley on his election 
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ABPS Handbook & Directory: updates 

The details below are those which could affect your contacting a society or 
speaker. Other less immediate changes will appear in the details on the 
website abps.org.uk I will be grateful if you will send any more amendments or 
error notifications as soon as possible to me at editor@abps.org.uk I will pass 
them on and/or use them as necessary. We apologise for any errors that have 
caused problems or distress. Please note the changes below. 

Specialist Societies 

Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of GB (p 71): New Acting Secretary: 
 Lindy  Bosworth  atonybos@btinternet.com   

Local Societies 

Camberley and District Stamp Club (p 102): New Secretary is:   
 Peter Grey - no email or telephone number given 

Launceston Stamp Club (p 129): Meeting place has postcode PL15 8TN 

South Midlands Stamp Club (p 155): New Secretary: Dr John Gledhill 
 01789 842112  jmgstamps@jgledhill.me.uk   
 Meeting place has postcode CV35 8EN 

Taunton Stamp Club (p 161) : Secretaryôs email: chris.catley@uwclub.net 

 Delete website address 

Woking and District Philatelic Society (p 169): New Secretary is  

 Brian Sheriff  01483 474975  bsheriff@live.com 
 
Full lists of all the amendments since 2016 are available on application to 
editor@abps.org.uk or see page 58. 
 
They can be supplied by email free as a single item or as each separate 
year. For postal delivery please send a stamped addressed envelope to 
the Editorôs address on page 58. 
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Result of a study examining the cancellations 
(or not) of ABPS membership envelopes in 

2019 
During 2018 and 2019 there was considerable correspondence and comment in 
the philatelic press that Royal Mail was treating the cancellation of envelopes in 
a less than professional way; specifically, using a ball point pen to óscribbleô 
across the stamps instead of cancelling them by machine or using a handstamp. 
I thought it might be interesting to examine the cancellations on the envelopes I 
received as the ABPS membership secretary and write a short paper on the 
results. This was not a scientific study nor was there any professional statistical 
analysis undertaken. This was just a straight count of the envelopes that I 
received as part of my Membership Secretary role. 
My findings are as follows: 
I received a total of 200 envelopes. Of these: 
 a. 3 were cancelled by biro or felt tip, 
 b. 7 had no cancellation at all, 

c. 6 had just the top row of stamps cancelled but the 2
nd
 row had no 

cancellation at all, 
d. 10 had no cancellation other than the two rows of orange marks 
running horizontally across the envelope which I assume is the post 
code identification marks. Sometimes this line cut across a stamp, other 
times not, 
e. 3 were placed into Royal Mailôs cancellation machine upside down so 
that the stamps were not cancelled as the cancellation appeared on the 
bottom of the envelope, and 
f. 171 envelopes were received with the stamps correctly cancelled. 

It was clear to me that envelopes with multiple rows of stamps did challenge 
Royal Mailôs cancellation machines. Further, even envelopes with properly 
placed single stamps seem to slip through Royal Mailôs cancellation processes 
and checks.  
Roughly 20 envelopes (10%) had stamps that had not been cancelled covering 
all or part of the postage rate. Surely this must be a worry to Royal Mail! 
The biro still exists as a cancellation tool for Royal Mail. But 3 out of 200 
envelopes is a small figure; however, it was disappointing to see that in the early 
weeks of 2020 I have already received two biro cancellations! 
I am not sure what conclusions I can draw from this, other than the observation 
that unused envelopes with correct and neatly placed stamps seem to pass 
through Royal Mailôs cancellation process without a problem ï usually! 

Barry Stagg 

No report of your society? Why not send one to the editor? 
It could get you new members, and also gives hints on good 

speakers to other societies. 
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The parrot that belonged to the pirate? 

During the 19
th
 century a pirate sailing towards the Cayman Islands was cast 

into the sea, along with his parrot. Both alas drowned. The ñLittle Mermaidò by 
Hans Anderson tells us that living beings (including humans) can be turned into 
mermaids, mermen, merwomen etc by falling in the sea. 
We all know about Sea Elephants, Sea Dogs, Catfish (not to be confused with 
meercats), Sea Cows, Sea Horses, Sea Slugs, Sea Cucumbers, Sea Eagles, 
Sea Dogs and so on, so a ñSea Parrotò of some sort sounds plausible. This 
would support the theory that the pirateôs parrot, when the pair of them 
drowned, quickly evolved into a ñParrot Fishò as shown here. We donôt know 

what happened to the pirate, but it seems 
unlikely that he would end up as a ñmerprivateerò 
as there is little demand when you have fins and 
flippers instead of fingers. 
Ever since the tragedy described above, the 
Cayman Islands hold a remembrance ceremony 
for the drowned parrot, and issue a stamp to 
mark it every 1

st
 April.   John Gledhill 

Even so, this is what some members have received. To the left, a 1st class large 
letter between 100 and 250g. Below right, a packet franked Ã1.87, correctly for 

over 250g and under 500g. Utter vandalism 
within an organisation that ought to know such 
a combination 
of stamps, and 
from someone 
nothing to do 
with philately 
and just 
sending a small 
book, probably using what stamps he had 
available. Bottom left - a total of Ã3.68 blue 
pencilled. Bottom right - the reason why I 
personally enjoy collecting German used 
stamps - nicely cancelled! Editor 

Illustrations provided by Mervyn Benford 


